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Diſputes Reviem d. 


MARK IX 3. 


ſelves by the wa 


'UR Lord Jeſus is here calling his 
Diſciples to an Account about a warm 
Debate they happen'd to have among 

F themſelves, as they travelFd along, 
na Queſtion often ftarted, but not yet deter- 
4, Which of them [hould be the aye, ? They 


Itly enter upon the Poſſeſſion of a temporal 
dow, and all the Pomp and Grandeur of it, 
[that they ſhould be prefer d with him; But 
could not agree who ſhould he prime Mini- 
F State, and have the firſt Poit of Honour, 


in the Hearts even of good People; and ſhews 


It's own” Diſciples, which, therefore, we 
ud all carefully watch and ſtrive againft. 


u an Argument are apt to ſpeak lod: than 
1 A 2 | g : & 212 . 2 


[Wh 


= What was it that jo diſputed among your = 


geht no other but that their Maſter ſhould . 


a ſad Inſtance of the. Remainders of Corrup- 
Pride,” Ambition, and Aﬀectation of world- 
Honour, are Sins that do moſt eaſily beſet even 


fobably our Lord Jeſus over-heard ſome Words 
pad in this Diſpute; for thoſe that are hot 
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Pſa. 1 39. 4. 


Heb. 4. 12, 13. 
Rev. 2. 19,23. 
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have them to confeſs their Fault and Folly i 


— 


4 Diſpates Review?d, 


becomes them; and when the Temper is na Foux Th 
within due Bounds, commonly the Voice 1 rofeſſc 
But whether he over-heard them or no, he > Chril 


very well what they had been talking of, ani 
ry Word that had been ſaid, and (whid 
more than any Man could know) trom 
Principle it was ſaid, and what more they 
have fangs for as there is not a Hard if 
Tongue, there is not a Thong bt. in our 
tho” newly riſen and farted there, tho ind 
ouſly ſuppreſs'd and ftifi*d there, but he! 
altogether. He is that Eſſential Eternal H 
God, who is a Diſcer ner of the Thoughts 4 
tents of the Heart, and before whoguall thin 
naked and open. Let all the Churcſſet take 
of this, that our Lord Jeſus not only Au 
Work, but is he which ſearcheth the Rein 
Hearts. NO CREED 

And yet tho' Chriſt nem what his Di 
had been talking af, he 2 tbem what it 
becauſe he would know it from them, and 
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1. We 
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: l ict, Wa 
that from thence he might take occaſion to 


(5 FLOE 88 an olx 
their Miſtakes, and to inſtruct and reaſon aceo 
into a hetter Temper. ©. > Way 

Think not that my Deſign from this TexMurney's 
arraign, examine, or enquire into any Diſpuf de have 
Conteſts that may be among you, of any , an 
tor as (bleſſed be God) I know of no pario do it v 
Occaſion for it, nor have any thing elſe iH 2. The 
Eye, in the Choice of this Subject, but wi; ty 
common 19 all, fo if there Were, I ſhould kad eve 
my {elf the unfitteſt Man in the World to vill be 8 
Fudge 67 a Divider. And beſides if I ſhould ill be p 
15 about to take my Maſter's Work out bere wi 

ands, I ſhould contradict that which 19s now 7. 
Deſign in putting this Queſtion to you, And it i; 
ir that ye diſputed among your ſelyes;by the way * Wk open d 
that 18 to ſhe you that our Lord Jeſus doth Which ws 

Prill equire into theſe Matters, and to bud their | 


over to his Tudgment. 


| Diſputes Review's, 5 


s nol. Four Things this Text teachetb us, who are all 
ice i Protefſion Diſciples af Chriſt, as we are bap- 
? he yet Chridians e 758 
| and ay Em; 1 AI 725 i 128 ; ar 
hichi 1. That ve muſt all expodt to be called to an As- 
rom nt hy our Lord Irſus. 80438 41175 
ey II: That we muſt in a particular Manner be call'd 
7 Account about our Diſcourſes among ourſelves. 
r. That among aur Diſcourſes we (hall eſpecially 
ind ten Account about our Diſputes, 
he IV. That of all our Diſputes: we iſhall be moſt 
| WW ly reckon'd with fer our Diſpmes about Preceden- 
ph and Superiority :: 7 1 
thin YON Yn We | lo; 


| For the Fink, We muſt all expect to be call d 


om 6 Account ſhortly, by Our Lard Jeſus, con- 1 233A. 
Kein wing the Temper of our Minds, and the Courſe 


5 d I enor of our Ives, now we are in the Way. 0 
1. We are all now in the Way, following Chriſt, 


t it I bis Diſciples here, in Conſort; we are Viatores, 
nd ravellers, undes the Conduct of aur Great Ma- 


ter, towards the better Country; And here we are 
pon our Trial; Tis the State of our Probation; 

d according as our Steps are, while we are in 
> Way, our Net will be when we are at our 


0 


Jen urneys End. It concerns us therefore, whak | 
iſpuß e have to do, to do it while we are yet in the Mat. 5. 25. 
ny, and whatever we do while u are in the Way, 

parti do it with an Eye to our End; gs. 

ic 12 2. There will be a Review of what paſſeth in the 

t wi ; "twill all be call'd over again, every Work Ecel. 12. 14. 
uld ind every Word will be brought into Judgment, 
d toWvill be weighed jn a juſt and unerring Balance, 

ould ill be producd in Evidence for us or againſt us. 

out bere will not need any Repetition, every thing 

Ag do recorded in the Book of God's Omniſcience, 


and it is enough that in that Day the Books will Rev. 20. 12. 
hend, and all will be judg d out of thoſe things 
doth WMbich were found written, in the Books, according g 
bind bei Works. It concerns us therefore whatever 
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6 | Diſputes Reviewd.. 
we do in the Way, to do it as thoſe that nt oe 
Account, and to conſider how it will paſs in th 
Account; how it will look in the Review; tha 


we may dread doing that which will make a © 'Tis 

gainſt us then, and may abound in that whief “ 4” be 

Phil. 4. 17. will be Fruit abounding to our Account, and whic porter: 
e we ſhall meet again with Comfort, on tothe tis his Pl 
Side Death and the Graunmme. hunt; an 

3. The Account in the great Day muſt be give wer's Hel 

up to our Lord 10 — for we call him Mafter a e anott 

Tord, as theſe Diſciples. did, and to him there ent 

| fore we are accountable, as Scholars and Servant il dge one 

Ila. 33-22. bow we ſpend our Time. He is or Judge, tc ind ny 
John 5. 22. be is ou Law-giver, and to him the Father has com me be 1 


mitted all Judgment, particularly that in which eaſure v 


Acts 17. 31. will judge the World in Rightrouſmeſs by that Ma hen Uke 
whom he has ordain d. Chrilt ſhall Ti Hono nd there 
of it, and let all good Chriſtians rak# the Comfor F 91 
of it, that he who is an Advocate for all Belieref £1, 
will be their Judge; But withal let it oblige ae? 116; 


to the utmoſt Care and Circumſpection in ou 


Walking: We mult therefore labour to be acc pie i 17 
of the Lord, and approve ourſelves to him in ou L 1 for 


2 Cor. 5. 910. Integrity, becauſe we ſhall all appr dr before the Judę 
9 ment Seat of Chrit, to give Account of Jo's 
thing done in the Body. God mate the Wor 


e apt to 
e have 


buy his Son, and by him as the fitteſt Perſon h Joſt, wi 
| you ras che Mord, nh ber e MW, 

No this is a good Reaſon, '' © . 1 on 

1. Why we ſhould judge ourſelves, and prove ou bf fs 

own Work, and ſee that our Matters be right an rr 

good againſt that Day. Let us examine our ſelvi bo 5 I 
concerning our Spiritual State, that we ma 1 Wo a 

make ſure Work for our omn Soult, and ofteY Kb 

call ourſelves to an Account concerning the Wali y mul 

we are in, and the Steps we take in that Way a 3 
that we may renew our Repentance, for what '* 3. 
ever we find to have been amiſs, and make ou oy U 

1 Cor. 11. 28, Peace with God in Chriſt. And if we would tui y 4 


i 
| 
) a4 


3r.. jndge our ſelves, we ſhould not be judged of t 
| . 


TZonod 
omfof 
lievet 
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n ou 
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Wind may expect to be judg d wit 
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T1); 5 LS 
Diſputes, Reviem d. 


lord. When we come to our Journey's End, 5 


Will be ask'd, How we carried our ſelves in : 


Way? Let us therefore carry our ſelves accord- 
nely, and Ponder the Path of our Feet. | 
2. Tis a good Reaſon why we ſhould not judge 
we another, or be ſevere in our Cenſures one of 
mother: we thereby invade Chriſt's Throne, for 
tis his Prerogative to call his Diſciples to an Ar- 
unt; and tho' he defign'd them to be one ano- 
er's Helpers, he never intended they ſhould be 
me anothers Judges. We muſt all ſtand before the 
fulgment Seat of Chriſt, and therefore mult not 
wge one another. We muſt be judged our ſelves, 
o be Severity, if 
ye be ſevere in Judging our Brethren, for the 
taſure we mete will 
ren kewiſe muſt be judged by the Lord Jeſus, 
nd therefore if we pretend to judge them, they 
je coram non judice. Who are we that we ſhould Rom. 14. 4, 
auge another Man's Servant? to his own after he 12, 14. 
ads or falls, and to his Judgment tis fit we 
hould leave him. „ 
For the Second. Among other things that paſs 
the Way, we muſt expect to be call d to Ac- 
punt for what we have talk d ann e We 
e apt to make a light Matter of this, and when _ 
rc have talk'd at Random, what comes upper- * © 
doſt, without Regard to God or Man, we think 
b turn it off with an Excuſe that it was but Tal, 
md Words are but Wind; But we wretchedly 
ifake and put 4 Cheat upon ourſelves, if that 
e true which our Saviour has told us, and un- 
lbubtedly true it is, that not only for every pro- 
ane and wicked Word, for every falſe and ſpite- 
bl Word, but for every idle Word that Men 16851 


e mult give Account in the Day of Judgment; 


: 


Nay, and fo ſhall their Doom be, for by thy Mat.ra, 36, 
Words thou ſhalt be Je and by thy Words thou 37. 
halt be condemn'd. Chriſt takes Notice of what 


e fay nom, and we ſhould think we hear yn 


f A 
| 
$ 44 


e meaſur d to us. Our Bre- Mat. 7. , 2; 


AY 
+87 * 
1 * 


, 


Luke 24. 17, 


Prov. 11. 13. 


Eph. 4. 29. 


Mat. 10. 32. 


Mal, 3. 16. 


we think we may allow our ſelves a Iibe 


think almoſt as ſafe in point of Honour, as wf 
is faid under the Seat of Confeſſion : None buf 


ven ſuch” Secrets + But tho' it be talk 'd among 


.' fetves, it cannot eſcape either the C Ang 
e Jadgwent o of our Lord * . 


. a the relt, ſhall le open'd. 


pe, RiVimwl. 


fy to us when we are in Cöbvetſation, 28 He 
to thetwo Diſciples going t Emmans, What 5 
ner of Communicatons are theſe that ye have one 
another, as. ye. walk and art Jad, or as ye ft ; 
are many Are the IJ, ach. as becomes Chri 
ans? Ate you not {aying' that which mult 
unſaid again by Repentance, qr you'll be andy 
And as TTY takes Woe of i it now, ſo he v 
calf it over again in the. Day of Account. 
What we talk among our ſelves with the uſt 
Freedom of Converſation, We do not expect 
hear of again; it is inte nos, and thereſe 


are tho! 
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| it will 
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110 ſh 
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What is faid under the Seal of Converſation, 


Tale- bearer, that great iſchief-maker „ Will 


1. If we talk any thing that is 2 among 
ſelres, and that is 70. the uſe 0 EIT whi 
manifeſts Grace in the ner, and minif 
Graze to the Hearers, Cbtilf takes notice of ih 
and we ſhall hear of it again to, our comfort, 


that Day, 997155 thoſe who this confeſs Chrit IA it 4. 
fore Men ſhall be owned b 9, im before his Fal ciences 
and the Hol 7 Angels. hen they that feared. Day of t 
Lord ſpake often one to Another, for their mute" ot Ge 


pbecy, . 
„ not or 
al their 
Ile ask*c 
d fuch a 
Iſh Talk 
? What 
h Comp 
tzhbour, 
ally, 

der d tho 
e protec 


Encouragement to hold faſt their Integrity in 
time of general Apoſtaſy, .the Lard hearkned a 
gg 75 Fo one greatly well prays with it, 
a Book of n nee Was DES before him, 
which Fc enter d. all thoſe pious Conferend 

them that feared the Lord, and thought upon! 
ame; and the Day wur-q come when 55 Bol 
> is. not /a good Word coming rom m a god 

Hen, and NPY tora good end, but it is hea 
in Secret, and ſhall be rewarded openly, tho perba 


the 


Diſpates Reb . 


are thoſe now who ridicule and banter ſuch 


at 7 I OE 

one gage. What is ſpoken for the Edification 
ſit er, will turn to a good account to our ſelves ; 
Chri it will add to our Joy in Heaven to have 
nut any way inſtrumental to help others thither. 
4d of, if it ſhould not reach their Hearts for whom 


deſign*d, yet the Comfort of it will return 
wr own Boſoms; and what was well intended 
he Honour of Chrift, ſhall not be overloo#d 
te Day of Account. 90 5 

us ſhould engage and encourage us to keep 
eligious Diſcourſe, that it will be remember'd 
ur Advantage 1n the Account ſhortly, tho' we 


ion, 5 

15 wil forget it; as che Righteous could not ſay that | 
e bull ey ſaw Chriſt hungry and fed him, or thirſty Mat. 25. 37. 
will ge him Drink, yet Chriſt will not forget it, 
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will place it to accopnt, as an acceptable Ser- 
done to him. 1 15 

If we talk any thing that's ill among our 
s, if any corrupt Communication praceeds out 
W Mouths, dictated by the Corruption of our 
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nini Minds, and which has a tendency to corrupt 14 
of Minds and Manners of others, Chriſt ob- 1 
fort, that too, is diſpleaſed with it, and we ſhall 6 
brit fi again, either by the Checks of our own - 1 
Fal ciences, in order to our Repentance, or in 1 
ared Day of the Revelation of the Righteous Judg- * 
mutt ot God, when according even to Enoch's | 1 
ty. it pbecy, the Lord ſhall come to reckon with Sin- Jude 15. iS 
ned not only for all their ungodly Deeds, but 9 
it, I [heir hard Speeches, ſpoken againit him. It ta 
hin, be ask'd ſooner or later, What was it that you 
feren ! fuch a time, proudly, vainly, filthily, that 

upon | Iſh Talking and Jeſting which is not becom- 

is Bol: What was it that you talk'd in ſuch and 


hn Company by way of Reproach to your 
thbour, when you ſate deliberately, ſate ma- 
rally, and ſpoke againft your Brother, and Pſal. 50. 20. 
er d thoſe, whoſe good Names you ought to * 
e protected? Or, which aggravates it, by 
5 way 


" * 
ene 


' Diſputes Rediemd. 11 
cannot hereby come to be of the ſame Mind, 
we may ſee that even thoſe we differ from 
ſo much Colour of Reaſon on their (ide, as 
t they may fill differ from us, and yet not 
eit their Reputation either for Wiſdom or 


wh 
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15 
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e witch 7? Did we with Prudence and 7Mildneſs | 
vhat WW: our Cauſe with our Neighbour himſelf, and not Prov. 25. 8, 
we na rh haſtily to ſtrive, and tell him his Fault be- 9. 

1d , e and him alone, before we tell it to the Mat. 18. 15. 
Wa nd or the Church, in order to a friendly Ac- 833 
hund i modation ; theſe are Diſputes which will paſs 


in the Account, when they come to be call d 
again. 


9010 at our Diſputes are too often ſuch, as that 

willen we come to be ask'd about them, as the 

{d 108W(cples were here, we ſhall like them hold our 

4, as being aſham'd to have them ſpoken of 

* in, and baving nothing to ſay in our own 
l 


ndication ; And (as the Town-clark ef Epheſze 


and) when we are call'd in queſtion. for the Up- Acts 19. 40. 
art, can ſhew no juſtifiable Cauſe, whereby ve 

Al by * giv: an account of it. | 

Cha Three things may cccaſion Diſputes among 

his BW rikians, among Miniſters, Neighbours, Friends, 

„ actions, which perhaps when they come to be 

ik. lected upon as here, will be found to have a = 
on? eat deal in them that was calpable, different 


Ppinions, ſeparate Intereſts, and clathing Hu- 


dil WWours. : ; | | 
F. 1. Diſputes commonly ariſe from Differences of 
for f in | 


Winion, either in Religion and Divine things, 
about which oftentimes the Diſputes and Con- 
Did ts are molt violent) or in Philofophy, Politicks, 
10 Wh other Parts of Learning, or in the Conduct of 
ini human Life. While Men differ ſo much in Ca- 
aſon city, Temper, Genius and Education, and ; 
ly 8Mliiercnt Sentiments are receiv'd by Tradition | oþ 
cc om our Fathers, it cannot be expected that Men = 
und bould all agree in the ſame Notions, The fame | 
ing ſeen with different: Eyes, and by dfferent 
Wo 7" "2 Lights, 


= Diſputes Reviem d. 
- Lights, may appear to one true and ve 
411 to another. Elſe and very bad, tho' bog 
ploy their Faculties about it with equal Dilig 
and Sincerity. This cannot but give riſe to 
putes, for we are naturally forward (and 
times over-forward) to clear our ſelves, and 
vince others, and have ſuch a Conceit of our 
3 as to think that every body oug 
| of our Mind, and that if they will: be ry] 
Job 11. 12. Reaſon, they will be ſo ; for vain Man won 
R | wiſe, would be thought to be ſo, tho he bef 
as the wild Aſſes Colt. | 
But theſe Diſputes are often ſuch as we 
juſtly be 4ſham' d of, when we come to look 
upon them. : 
(I.) Upon account of the Matter of t 
What was it that we e among our ſel 
What was it we were ſo hot and eager about 
Perhaps it was ſomething above us, abou 
Nature and Attributes, the Counſels and De 
of God, and the Operations of his Providence 
a Grace, and the Perſon of the Mediator, thoſ 
Deut. 29. 29. cret things which belong not to us; things whicl 
did not underſtand, nor could; things whi 
was Preſumption for us to diſpute about, fo 
: Angels with an awful Reverence humbly 4 
1 Pet. 1. 12. Jook into them, as not pretending to be M: 
| - of them : And the Great Apoſtle, who had | 
in the third Heavens, not only own'd that 
2 Cor. 12. 4. Words he heard there were e but 
o much at a loſs to expreſs himſelf concert 
the Work of Redemption, tho! it is in ſome! 
ſure reveal d, that deſpaitring to find the Bot 
| he ſits down at the Brink, and adores the Dt 
| Rom, 21, 33. of that Myſtery : O the Depth of the Wiſdom 
© » Knowledge of God! O what reaſon have 
Job 42. 3, 8. with Fob to abhor our ſelves, and to repent in 


and Ajbes, Deal, Ike him, in our. Dip 


with our Friends, concerning the Reaſons 
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Hoverſy 
ing the « 
lon of A 
think fit 
tiſe acco 
impoſing 
vj Mind, 
| them 1 
be one and 
2. Upo 
m. Wh 

come t 


Miſchief 


1 x . * 7 
% | hu 


jd. by Words without Knowledge, and have u: 


| that which we underſtood nor, things tos won- 


lig for ut. | 3 . 

eto erbaps it was ſomething below us, not worth | 

d (ting about, eſpecially with ſo much Warmth - 

andi violence: Iwas a Trifle, a meer Strife of x Tim, 6. 4 


1½ a Diſpute de lana caprina, as if the Matter 
\flarted only for want of fomething to wran- 
bout; ſo incorfiderable a thing, that which way 
xr it goes, the Coſts are mach more than the 
gage. In the Reflection we may juſtly bluſh 
ink that we ſhould make ſo much ado, ſo 
ta Noiſe about nothing. | 
haps 1t was ſomething foreign to us, that 
rere NO way concern'd in; ſome Matter of 


of ticks it may be, which belongs not to thoſe of 
el bank and Station, but muſt be left to wiſer 
bout, whoſe Buſineſs it is to deal in things of that 


ve, Our Lord Jeſus after his Reſurrection 
t check'd his Diſciples for a vain Curi fy, . 


$ in enquiring concerning one another's At- 1 
when Peter askd concerning John, What John 21. 22. 
[this Man do? Chriſt anſwer'd him, What'; 
thee ? Follow thou me. And another time in 


ring concerning God's Counſels, 7t is not for Acts 1. 7. 


0 know the Times or the Seaſons. 
Mal:thaps it was ſomething ingper eps like the 
had WiWiroverſy among the Primitive Chriſtians con- Rom, 14. 2, 
thatWWing the obſerving of Days, and making a Di- &c. 
but WW of Meat, which the Apoſtle himſelf doth 
ncerlthiak fit to determine, but leaves each fide to 
2me nile according as their Judgment was, with- 
: BoitWinpoſing upon either, ſince they might be of 
be D Mind, and yet be accepted of God, only for- 
(don WW them to fall out about it, or to deſpiſe, or 


have 


be one another. a 


ut in 2) Upon account of our Mana ement of 
Dip. When our Diſputes among onr ſelves by the 
ſons Wh come to be review'd, it will be found that 


e d ſchief was done not by the things themſelves, 


con- 
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nagement of the Controverſy. 


Job 31. 14. 


Rom. 14. 1. 


James 3. r. 


Diſputes Reviem d. 
concerning which we differ d, but by our Miſu 


Our Maſter will he diſpleas d with us if it ¶ Pputes w' 


found that we have been hot and fierce in our U. Man) 
putes, and have mingled our Paſſions and peeyi fering 
Reſentments with them; If a Point of Hon I Relat 
hath govern'd us more than a Point of Conſciei yperties, 
and we have contended more for Victory u and 
Reputation than for Truth and Duty ; If we H arc t 
contended about things of ſmall moment foi People 
againſt them, and have neglected the weigh read of 
Matters of the Law and Goſpel ; If we have (pM Money- 
more of our Zeal on Matters in Different the | 
than they deſerve, and have loſt the Vita e we: 
Religion in our Heat about CircumſtantiW"y Diſp 
and have diſputed away our Seriouſneſs and inquir'd 
votion, what then ſhall we do when God riſeth Nees in C 
and when he viſiteth, what ſhall we anſwer him eflect uy 
If in our Diſputes for the Truth we lie aga been a 
the Truth, and ſpeał roy” 2 'y for God, the gin 204 
Intention will be ſo far from juſtifying the WW for c 
that the Lie will condemn the good Intentii rec hre: 
and convict it of Hypocriſie; for if the Inti ther 
tion were really good, ſuch a Practice would" with 


abbor' d. If we have the Ieh of Diſputing, a tim: 


a Spirit of Contradiction, that is certainly WW ought 
of thoſe fooliſh hurtfal Luſts, from whence Debt, 
Wars and Fightings. If we receive our Bretii ht to | 
that are weak 70 doubtful Diſputations, and Hinſt Eq 
to perplex and puzzle them, and run the ething 
ground with Objections againſt what they ch was 
we believe, it ſhews a great Contempt bot de right 
the Truth, and of their Souls, and is a jeſi recede 
with both. If we judge and cenſure and M iment 
demn our Brethren that are not in every ti Diſpute 
of our Mind, and tho' we call our ſelves Has bega 
ples, ſet up for Maſters, many Matters, if mod at 
give reproachful Language, and call foul V be Strif 


which commonly betrays the Weakneſs of ed, and 


Cauſe, and is ingloriouſiy -preſs'd into the Sei pruds 


* 


Diſpates Review d. 5 
make np the Deficiency of Argument, we ſhall 2 
re a great deal to anſwer for, when all our 
ſputes will be call'd over again by our Maſter. 


a. Many Diſputes. ariſe from ſeparate and 
rfering Intereſts in this World. Nehbours 


ev . NN. 
755 Relations quarrel about their Rights and 
icin perties, their Ettates and Trades, their Ho- 
ry s and Powers and Pleaſures; Aftum and 1 5 


are the Great Subject of Diſpute, and en- 
x People in end leſs Strifes. The firſt Diſpute 


eich rad of in the Primitire Church was about 
ve p Money-Matter: The, Grecians quarrell d 
forth the Hebrews becauſe they thought their 
itals bon, were neglected in the daily Miniſtration. Acts 6. 1; 


ny Diſputes of this Kind happen, which will 


and I inquir'd into as well as thoſe about Diffe- 
ſeth Nees in Opinion, and therefore it concerns us 
im eflect upon them, that whatever we find to 


e been amiſs in them may be repented of, we 


aga 
ho in godly ſorrow quarrel with our ſelves, and 
the WWF", for our unjuſt unbecoming Quarrels with 


Brethren. 1 

x then, what was it that you diſputed a- 
t with ſuch a Neighbour, ſuch a Friend, at 
a time; perhaps you diſputed that which 
ought to have yielded without Diſpute, a 
Debt, or à rightful Poſſeſſion, which you 


nce 6 

Bretti ugbt to have carry'd, by Dint of Oppoſition 

and Wink Equity. Parkons you diſputed about 2 
then ething very trivial, and of ſmall Value, 7 
bey ch was not worth controverting, but which, 

bot be right were indeed of your Side, you might 

2 jeli e receded from it for Peace- ſake, without any 

nd riment to your ſelves or Families. Perhaps 

ry ti Diſpute might have been prevented, or when 

res Nas began, might quickly and eafily have been 

„ 1 modated with « Bits Wiſdom and Love; 


he Strife between Abraham and Lot was ſoon Gen. 13. 8, 9. 

; of ed, and the Matter compromis'd by Abra- 

e Sen prudent Condeſcenſion. A n 
| SO ff.. | 
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Prov. 18, 19. 
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d 
would pacify great Offences, and put an eff: 979% 
Stop to that he Miſchief which ſomer{W2*- ot fe 
1 Fire kindles. - p i | ur, m 
Review your Lan-Fuits, and it m „ an 
will find, that how ti foever you wet _ h ſhall be 
Heat of the Proſecution of them, your e © cor 
Thoughts tell you they were not manag'd pother. 
comes Chriſtians ; you did not try to end thin do fucl 
| you ought to have done in an amicable Way ; to C 
haps they were begun raſbly, and in Paſſon, Hoes by th 
then no wonder if, they be carried on unf gain? 
and that which was a hafty ſudden Paſo"! Follo 
the Beginning of the Quarrel, is in Dang with a 
ripenning into à yoored Malice before the End WF” towar 
And they whoat firſt pretended that they den them 
only to right themſelves, at length, as their bear re 
ſentments have grown more and more keen the W 
not aſhamed to own that they are reſolyd and ſp 
* themſelves. | With all t 
| Theſe Diſputes; as they are moſt cut the 
they are moſt ſcandalous among Relations, Humou 
thoſe who are under particular Obligatioi Jpute wit 
love one another; and whatever it is that k e very v 
Brethren from dwelling together in Unity, f d him, 
ry provoking to Chriſt, who hath made BAH 800 
ly Love the Livery of his Family; And it u Learr 
ry hardly removed; for 4 Brother offended is bout with 
er to be mon than 4 ſtrong City, and their Ci . By t 
tions are as the Door of a Caſtle ; witneſs Faco of ſome 
. cog 4 1 that Not 
3. Some Diſputes; and hot ones too, ariſe I ment © 
Iy from Paſſion and claſhing Humours, the Me: 
really there is nothing of Judgment or Int Point 
in the Caſe: Some indulge themſelves hey did 
Croſſneſs of Temper that makes them conti. ary Mi 
ly uneaſie to their Relations, the neareltt.JMW>. he d 
eareſt, and to all about them, They lo na 
thwart and diſagree, and to diſpute every! blerv'd r 
tbo never ſo plain, or never ſo rrifling. N Fr oy 


£3. 


make their Lives, and the Relations Where 


Diſputes Reviem d. 1 i 
uncomfortable by this, eſpecially when both Y i 

are of ſuch a Spirit; One will have their 3 

wr, their - Saying, and the other will have 5 

y bel and fo they are ever and anon diſputing = 
re in thall be greateft, and inſtcad of aiming to 
m 0 [are contriving to diſpleaſe and contradict 1 
* bother. 5 | | | f 5 
n tdo ſuch conſider that they muſt give an | 
„„ Wh: to Chriſt for all theſe Diſputes among 4 
for Hoes by the Way, that they will all be call d A 
_ gain? How ill doth it become the Diſci- 5 
Aſo d Followers of the humble Feſus to carry B 


5 with a high Hand, 1mperiouſly and with 


gang r towards their inferiour Relations, not "= 
y de ng them to ſpeak for themſelves, nor wil- I 
their bear reaſon from them! How ill doth it ö 
keen the Worſhippers of the God of Love to be : 
Id WW and ſpiteful and ill-natur d, and quarrel- | 
ath all they have any Dealings with! The 4 
rot the Prodigal, when his Elder Son was a 


Humour, angry, and would not come in, did 


We with him, chide him and chreaten him, Luke 15. 28; 1 
bat every well deſerv'd it, but he went out and | 
ity, i ud him, ſpoke him fair, and fo brought q 
- Bio nt good Temper again, which is written i 
4 it r Learning, that we may go and do like- | 
-4 i; vt withal for our Shame that we have nor 7 
r Cl” By the Account which the Scripture, 1 
Facol of ſome peevith paſſionate Diſputes, 1t ap- | 1 
that Notice is taken of the Height to which 3 
riſe ment of the Spirit riſeth at ſuch a Time ; _ b 
rs the Men of Ephraim quarrell'd with Gideon Judg. 8. r. 1 
hy WF: Point of Honour, it is left upon Record, f 
Ives ey did chide with bim ſharply, tho by his | 
-ontidefW@ary Mildneſs, as well as by his eminent 1 
are , he deſery'd better at their Hands k 
ey lo m 2 like Caſe, Judah and Iſrael fell out ; = 
veryt Ilerv'd rhat the Words of the Men of Judah 2 Sam. 19.43. ; 
7. N fercer than the Words of the Men of Iſrael. | 
ercin': it be ſo indeed, that an Account is kepe | 5 

Ces | Se C of 7 ſl 


of the Sharpneſs of our Chiding, and the Fier 


Diſputes Review'll, 


wy, we K 
14, be 
ich the T 
wile an 
þ it lies; 
wording, « 
we mu! 


of our Words, we are concern d by true Rep 
tance to judge owr ſelves for it, that we may ni 
judged of the Lord. „ 

And whatever we find has been amiſs in 
Diſputes of any kind, let it be amended for 
future. | 

1. As far as we are able to make a Judgmq 
let us {ce to it that we have Truth and Right on 
Side, in all our Diſputes, and not be confident 
further than we ſee ja Caaſe to be fo. We n 


not only never contend for that which we kr gn 
to be falſe and wrong, but not for that which, and the 
doubtful, or which we do not know to be true lebt? 
right. Let us never wrong our Conſcience dr Ligh 
any of our Conteſts, nor ſay we believe that t ecrence 
true, and therefore diſpute for it, which 1M en 
we do not believe to be fo, nor demand tha ng of os 
our 091, which we know or have Reaſon to in dif 


pect we have no good Title to, nor deny that 


CHy Lat it indeed 
nother which we cannot but think is jt 


in Matt 


is. 55 : „ £4171 poſſibl 
And if in the Progreſs of any Diſpute or OM,” V 
troverſie, it be made to appear to us, at le prehend 
that we were miſtaken, and in the Wrong, M obſer: 
muſt be ready to acknowledge it, thankful to ay forget 
that have diſcover d it to us, and not aſhamed b Caſe 
let fall the Controverſy : And we have a Wh: Wiſdo 


Notion of Honour, if we think this will be 


real Diſparagement to us, for certainly St. Ce 


ſhewed more true Courage, and merited 1 dy 

2 Cor, 13. 8, true Praiſe, when he ſaid, I can do nothing n and 
the Truth, than Goliab did when he defy'd ali 111414 

Armies of 1ſrael. ; Win, not 

2. In Matters of doubtful Diſputation, \ ur Neigh 

we are contending for that which we take Mr Conf 

right, let us at the ſame Tiine think it poſiliW,,1 T5 

we may be in the wrong. When we content: .. tl 

the great Principles of Religion, in which 8 


ne anoth 


good Chriſtians are agreed, we need not feal 


Diſputes Review'd, 
yw in a Miſtake, they are of undoubted Cer- 
Ay, we know and are ſure that Feſus is the Chrift. 
t there are many things that are not ſo clearly 
4, becauſe not of fo much Moment, in 
ch the Truth indeed lies but on one Side, and 
twiſe and good Men are not agreed on which 
þ it lies; Here, tho' we both argue, and act 


19 


way wrding to the Light that God has given us, 
{ yi bangt we muſt not be over-confident of our own 
Ty dement, as if Miſdom muſt die with us; others Job 12. 2, 3. 


Underſtanding as well as we, and are not infe- 
w 10 45 ; Day, perhaps they every way excel 


and therefore who can tell but they may be in 
He tight ? However they argue and act according 
cnc te Light they have, which we ought to pay a 
that (WW-{-rence to, ſo as not to condemn all thoſe for 
rx gen, or ill Men, that are not in every 
d tha ing of our Mind, and will not ſay as we ſay— 
ry in diſpute is not unwilling to put the Caſe, 


it indeed that I have erred. 

In Matters of Fact on which Right depends, 
s poſſible we may be miſtaken ; Humanum ft 
r. Words may be miſunderſtood and miſ- 
prebended, and the wiſeſt and moſt cautious 


© ood obſerving may be guilty of an Over-ſight, and 
I to May forget ſomething that would very much alter 
hams e Caſe, and therefore it will be no Credit to 
e b ar Wiſdom and Goodneſs to be too poſsrive, too 


Iremprory, as long as there is a Poſſibility. of our 
king deceived. Never let our Aſſertions go be- 
vnd our Aſſurances, nor let us give that as cer- 
tn and great, which was given us as dowbrful 
md little, but be very wary in what we main- 
un, not only for our Reputation's Sake, leſt 


* "Wir Neighbour ſearch us and put us to Shame, but 
„ 7 it Conſcience-ſake, towards God, who hates 4 
th 7 Look, and 4 lying Tongue, two very 1 

ew Things that commonly go together, to ſupport 


ne another. 


" 3. Let 


Job 19. 4. 


II Prov. 6. 17. = 


Ns 
— 


Paſſions for the Support of it, nor can have 
real Seryice done it by them. The Cauſe of 1 
den can never be pleaded with any Credit 


James I. 20. 


1 
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3. Let us keep the full Poſſeſſon and Goxernm 4. Let 
our own Spirits in all our Diſputes. Let us Mare for o 
fully ſuppreſs all inward Tumults, whatever Wor violat 


vocation may be given us, and let our Mindhreſaw a 


calm and ſedate, whatever Argument we areoſpel w 
zag d in. Let no Contradiction put us in rould ſet 
Heat or Diſorder; for when Paſſzon is up y ch Dil 
not ſo capable as we ought to be either to rquifite te 


nuch the 
auſe the! 
theſe Dif 
al Laws 
that we 
family, 
is Diſci 
mther. 
Let us 
elyes un 
ence of 
hurchas' d 
Charity. 
le upon 
Flock. W 
with the 
ling Accu 


Reaſon or to ſpeak it, nor is it likely we ſh( 
either convince or be convinc'd of Truth and Ri 
Meekneſs and Quietneſs of Spirit do as muc 
Friend a Cauſe as they are the Beauty and 0 
ment of its Advocates. | 

If we contend for that which is wrong, 
more paſſionate we are, the greater is the Sin of 
Contention, and the more there 1s of the I 
of the Deyil upon it, who is not only the F. 
of Lies and Falſhood, but a Red Dragon aj 
roaring Lion. But if we have Truth and Righ 
our Side, that needs no intemperate Heats 


Succeſs by a Tongue ſer on Fire of Hell. 
Wrath of Man works not the Righteouſneſs of ( 


Parties may be ſerv'd by Fury and Violence, angel, tl 
the Common Intereſts of Pure Chriſtianity ¶ Right on 
certainly be prejudic d by it. Chriſt was ti y concer 
fore fit to teach us, and we are invited to contende 
and learn of him; it is not ſaid becauſe in hin Mherſary. 
bid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and KnowleWmore a. 


Mat. 11. 29. 


Feel, 9. 18. 


rules among Fools, ba 


tho that is certainly true, but becauſe he is meek 
lowly in Hear:, and can have Compaſſion on the 
norant, and herein all that undertake to 
ſtruct others, mutt ſtudy to 1mitate him. 
uus is the likelieſt Way to gain our Point, 1 
deed we be in the right, for the Words of the | 
are heard in quiet, wore than the Gry of him 


it, Let 

Mens M 
not digg 
joicing ir 
ping the 
vate Mai 
and Mit 
than it i. 


one lide. 
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1 
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rum 1. Let us never loſe the Charity we ought to 


us ave for our Brethren in our Diſputes of any kind, 

ever Nor violate the ſacred Laws of it. Our Lord Jeſus 

Mind oreſaw and foretold that the Preaching of his 

e areMWboſpel would occaſion much Diviſion, that it Luke 12. 51. 
us in rould ſet Men at variance, and be the Subject of 

p weh Diſpure : And therefore he thought it very 

r to Nauiſite to bind the Command of mutual Love ſo 

ve [h nuch the more frongly upon his Followers, be- 


auſe there was danger leſt that ſhould be Joft in 
theſe Diſputes : He makes it one of the fundamen- 


that we lowe one another; and the Livery of his 


rong, Wamily, by which all Men might know who are 
_ is Diſciples. See how theſe Chriſtians love one a- 
de wther. | 

he F Let us therefore in all our Diſputcs keep our 
on ailyes under the commanding Power and Influ- 
Rig ce of Holy Love; for that Victory is dearly 


nurchasd, that is got at the Expence of Chriſtian 
barity. Let us Honour all Men, and not tram- 


ſe of Jie upon any, nor ſet thoſe among the Dogs of ow 
Pred1t8MF[ock, whom for ought we know Chriſt hath ſet 
* with the Lambs of his. Let us never bring a rat- 
s of ( 


angel, tho' he was ſure in the Diſpute he had 
Right on his ſide, and the Glory of God was near- 
ly concern'd, and it was with the Devil that he 
contended, yet he would not thus attack his Ad- 
rerſary. The Scourge of the Tongue hath driven 
more out of the Temple, than ever it drove into 
i, Let us always put the beſt Conſtruction on 
Mens Words and Actions that they will bear, 
not digging up Miſchief, as evil Men do, nor re- 
ſoicing in Iniquiiy, but rejoicing in the Truth, ho- 
ping the beſt as far as we can. Let us not aggra- 
nate Matters in variance, nor by firain'd Inuendo s 
and Miſrepreſentations make either {ide worſe 
than it is; for that's a Method which may harden 
one fide, bit can never convince the other, nor 
* 5 3 o can 


il Laws of his Kingdom, the nem Commandment, 


21 


ling Accuſation againſt any. Michael the Arch- Jude 9. 


22 


judge of Aden ſpiritual and Eternal State, an 


x Cor. 1. 20. 


Diſpates Review d. 
can be us d with any other Deſign bat to mai; 
the contending Parties hate one another; An 
whoſe Kingdom that ſerves the Intereſts of, 
eaſy to ſay, not Chriſt's I am1are, Let us ne 


fend Men to Hell preſently as Reprobates, be 
cauſe they are not in every thing of our Min 
or cannot fall in with our Meaſures. They th 
do ſo uſurꝑ a Divine Prerogatwe, take the Key; 
Hell and Death out of the Hands of Chriſt, x 
ſhew themlelves to be as deſtitute of the Fear 
God, as they are of Love to their Neighbour. 
5. Let us often think of be Account we mul 
ſhortly give to our Great Mafer of all our Diſpy 
with our Fellow-ſervants by the Way. Let us co 
{ſider how our Diſputes will look in that Da 
and what our own Reflections will be then up 1191 f 
them. When the Apottle asks, Where is the DRM Gd J. 
puter of this World ? Perhaps (faith the Excelle 4 
Archbiſhop Tillot Jon) he mtends to inſinuat 3 
4 That the wranghng Work of Diſputation ha ? 


place only in this World, and upon this Fart for 


_ © where only there is a Daſt to be raisd; dont > 


I ſharp Contention with a perverſe Adverſat 


Lord is at hand, nor let us grudge one against a 


„will have no place in the other, where: Ts, 
< things will be clear, and paſt Diſpute : A rd 28 
*© (faith he) a good Man would be loth to ol 

<« taken out of the World reeking hot from 1 
and not a little out of countenance to fi hs D 
„ himfelf in this Temper tranſlated into t Queſtion 
„calm and peaceable Regions of the Bleſiqgy © Indi, 
« where nothing but perfect Charity and Goo vg 
* Will reign for ever. ener 

Let our Moderation therefore be known unto 4 
Men, Moderation in all Diſputes, becauſe « 


ther, becauſe the Fudge ſtandeth before the Doof 
and we may tremble to think what our Doc 
will be, if we be found ſmiting our Fellow-34 
vants ; and how we ſhall anſwer it, if it be 12 | 


4 


Diſpates Reviem d. 23. 
son us who have had ſo much forgiven, us by g 
W 1 Maſter, that for a. {mall matter we have taken 

SW rw: by the Throat, But ſeeing we look for a Day 
Account, in which there will be a Review of 
ſiſputes, let us give Diligence, that we may be 2 Pet, 3. 14 
bund of Cbriſt in Peace. When Fob and his 
fnends had maintain d a long Diſpute, in which 
many. haſty peeviſh Words were exchang'd, God 
length inter pos d as Moderator, and gave Judg- 
gent upon the Debate, that bg eds all to be | 
ln dy and bad taken a great deal of Pains (as | 
volt Diſputants do) to wake work for Repentance; = 9 
ud therefore the contending Parties mult ask | 
Pdon of God and one another, muſt forgive 
ml forget, and live in loye for the future. And. 
ths is the beſt End of Controverſies, happy were it ; 
i they were all brought to this Iſſue now ; for | 
tothis Iſſue all the Controverſies that are among 
bod Men will be brought at laſt, when they 


celle ſhall meet in the World of everlaſting Light and 


1nuat 


ve. r | 0 I 
* For the Fourth. Of all Diſputes Chriſt will be 
d: bie to reckon with his Diſciples for their Diſputes 


about Precedency and Superiority; that was the 


re Diſpute here, Who ſbond be greatest : And Chrift 
' to ch not determine the Matter, as it might juſtly 
from be expected he ſhould have done, if he had in- 
erſai tended that Peter, or any other of them, ſhould 
to fi be a Primacy and Supremacy above the relt ; 


uo, he is diſpleas d with them for ſtarting ſuch a 

Queſtion, and diſputing about it, becauſe it was 

an Indication that they af aim'd at being great 

In the World; and were ambitious of it, and 

whenever Preferments were to be had, they would EE 


nto t 
Bleflg 
| God 


* N among themſelves, which ſhould get be 
vi ben; notwithſtanding the Mranneſs of their fig 
Don Education, when they were bred Fiſhermen, which 
Pod Might have done ſomething to curb aſpiring 
-s Thoughts ; and the Goodneſs of their late Educa- 
prof e tion, 


upe 


„ 2 8 
7 9k 


tion of theirs was very diſpleaſing to our 
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tion; when they were trait d up to be Het Chrif 


which might bave done wnch more. ut be di 


y Great 
Becauſe 
Leſſons ( 
Humili 
ainſt t 
rate ft. 
Leflons, 
he not m 
that w/ 


Now there are five Reaſons why this wy 


eus. | rhe, 

g I. Becauſe it came from a miſtaken Notion of 
Kingdom, which they had Iearn'd at the Feet 
their Scribes, and had not yet unlearn d, tho tl 
had fate ſo long at Chriſt's Feet, ſo hard is it 
conquer the Power of Prejudice. The Jews 

underſtanding many of the Prophecies of the ( 
Teſtament, which ſpake of the Maſſiah and 


Kingdom, expected him to appear in extMiienſelves 
Pomp and Splendor, and to exerciſe a tempo e us in 
_ Juriſdiction, to break the Roman Yoke from place te 
their Necks, and give them Dominion over WW then w 
neighbour Nations. The Diſciples had ſachd ind ze: 


this Notion with their Milk, and did imagine Wis that v 


ſhould ſeem by many Inſtances) that our LW out of 
Jeſus, tho he appear d meanly at firit, would his Spi 
a little time bring it to this, and that this iſh things 
the Kingdom of Heaven, which they were to pre ben we 
as at hand: And this they had an eye to vd, and 
they ſtrove who ſhould be the greateſt. we ar 
Now this was a great Miſtake ; and the d out 
ſtant Tenor and Tendency of Chriſt's Life ans, let 
Doctrine might bave convinc'd them that it Mi, how 
ſo; that Chriſt's Kingdom was not to be of i Holy ! 
World, but was intended to be all ſpiritual, we 10 
Laws and Powers of it, the Rewards and Puniconfide 
ments of it all ſpiritual, the Weapons of q ſelves 
Warfare not carnal ; that the Meſſiah was to ris with 
by his Spirit in the Spirits of Men The Deſign ud to tl 
it was to 115 Men from the Droſs and Dregs to loſ 
Worldlineſs and Senſuality, and to raiſe not der 
up to a holy, heavenly, ſpiritual and divine Li ich Luſt 
and to teach them to [ook down upon all earth. Becau 
things with a gracious and generous ContempWur;le' w. 
ſuch as this was the Conſtitution and Comp!) the Cc 
SE os 
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Ab ef Chriſt's Kingdom, and therefore it could 
rt be diſpleaſing to him, for them to dote on 

Dil 7 Greatneſs. | 

dur LO Becauſe it was directly contrary to the two 

Leſſons of his School, and Laws of his King- 


tion of, Humility and Love. It is againſt the Law 
e Feel emility to covet to be great in this World, 
tho' tiW:ainſt the Law of Love to ſtrive who ſhall 
I is it ret. Had not Chrift taught them both 
85 Leflons, both by Precept and by Example ? 
the 


Tat he not made it the firſt Condition of Diſciple- 
an 


exterWenſelves * Doth not the great Law of Love 
tempo us in Honour to prefer one another, and to 
from place to our Brethren > What #napt Scho- 
over then were they who had not learn'd ſuch 


ſuckd 
agine 
5 Lo 
would 
this 
0 prez 
to wh 


and needful Leſſons as theſe ! How well is it 
s that we have a kind Maſter, who doth not 
| out of bis School dull Scholars, but gives 
is Spirit to open their Underſtandings, and 
things to their Remembrance. 

hen we are eager in our Purſuits of the 
d, and ſeek and aim at great things in it; 
n we are quarrel ſome with our Brethren, and 
d out into Indecencies by our Conteſts and 
ns, let us think how unbecoming Chriſtians 


the 7 
Life 


it it vs, how contrary we walk to the Laws of 
x of Holy Religion we make profeſſion of: And 
ual, ve lory in the Honour of it? can we with 
Pun uh# pin plead the Promiſes of it, or ple 


s of ſelves: with the Privileges of it, or feed our 


s to ge with the Hopes of it, when we have ſo little 
Jeſ1gn Md to the Precepts of it? Will thoſe be wil- 
Dregs W to loſe their Lives for their Religion, that 
iſe hot deny themſelves the Gratification of a 


ine Lim Luſt or Paſſion for it? | 5 
earn Becauſe it was ztterly diſagreeable to the 
temp 
ompl the Copy he had given them to write after. 
x0 Word of Command which he gave them 
e f when 


umple which Jeſus Chriſt himſelf had ſer them, 


that whoſoever would come after him muſt de- Mat. 16. 24. 
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when  he- cal'd them to be his Diſciples, h to 


Follow me; Do as you ſee me do: But when ii Diſpo 

were diſputing who ſhould be greateſt, and e ut a 

ſetting up a Title to worldly Pomp and Po would 

they were far from reſembling him, who „ Chrit 
Luke 22. 27. #ong them as one that ſerved, and came not tfuneſs.. 
Mat. 20. 28, miniſtred unto, but to minifter, The ſame and the 
{hould have been in them, that was in him, ke it 
was ſo great an Example of Humility and LalWinces : 

Phil, 2.5. Condeſcenſion and Affection, who emptied had C 
ſelf, and made himſelf of no Reput ation; who ue they 

only in the general Scheme of his Undertaki t they 

but in the particular Paſſages of his Life, t of | 

ſuch Inſtances of Self-denial, as juſtly are e them 

Wonder of Angels, who to teach them this Hudom, 

| fon, and oblige them to learn it with this Ne who: 
John 13. Argument, not long after this, waſh'd their Me for bit 
111. and bid them do as he had done; could the . / 
lowers of ſuch a Maſter contend tor Precedenii the 8 

and not bluth at the Reflection upon their M ill the 


Folly and Unworthineſs. o as n 


Let us ſhame our ſelves out of our Pride, Wiculties 
Paſſion, and Affectation of worldly Honour, WWrorld!z 
inordivate Purſuit of worldly Wealth, with them, 


Conſideration : Shall I ſet wy Heart upon 
which my Maſter was dead to, and deny'd hin 
in, and for my ſake too? Am I not a Chriſti 
a Follower of Chriſt ! J muſt then either cha 
my Name, or recover a better Temper. O 
I not to walk in the ſame Spirit, in the ſame Sth 
4. Becauſe it would render them very unfit 
the Services which he had appointed them to. It 


Becai 


mre th 


very abſurd for them to ſtrive #ho /hould be oficiples, 

zft, who ſhould live moſt at eaſe, and molt in Walled 

who ſhould have the molt Power and the la, may 
Command, when they were all to abou V). a 
r Tim. 4. 10: ſuffer Repraach, to live in Meanneſs and Pov Re 
to be loaded with Diſztace and Ignominy, other 

| counted as the Off-ſcouring of all things ; nay arb 'd. 


be kill'd all the Day long, aud devoted to De 


\ 
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es, ep to the Slaughter, and rul'd with Rigour: 
en t Diſpoſitions and Expectations as theſe would 
nd e bat a bad Preparative for Sufferings. They 
PO would approve themſelves good Soldiers of 


s Chriſt muſt endure Hardneſs, and not fekt 2 Tim. 2. 3: 
ne J. a i b 
b ficrefore tho' this Indiſpoſition, and the 


je 

m, lake it was grounded upon, ſeems by many 
1d I unces after this to have continued as long as 
ied A had Chriſt's bodily Preſence with them; yet 
who ee they launch d out into the Deep of their Ser- 
taxi they were perfectly car d of it, by the pour- 
fe, of the Spirit upon them, after which we 
are Wh: them no more dreaming of a Temporal 


dom, nor ſtriving who ſhould be greateſt; for 


this Wh: whom God deſigns to imploy in any Ser- 
heir for him, he will either find them fit, or make 
the % And à the Day, ſo ſhall the Strength, ſo 
cede! the: Spirit be. And if we would be ready 


ll the Will of God, and ſtand compleat in 
ſo as not to be driven from our Work by the 


ide, Wicultics we may meet. in it, we muſt be dead 

our, WWvorldly Wealth and Grandeur, and live a- 

with them, as thoſe that look beyond them. 

1pon Becauſe it was 4 corrupt Temper that would 

d hn ne than any thing the Bane of the Church in 

briſti times; would be the Reproach of its Mini- 

r cha an Obſeruction to its Enlargement, the Diſtur- | 

Oui: of its Peace, and the Original of all the , 

me St ches that would be made upon its Order and 

unf. Our Saviour foreſaw this, and therefore 
tall Occaſions to check and repreſs it in his 

4 be i ples, for warning to all others; that all who 


called by bis Name, and profeſs Relation to 


he laß may be jealous over themſelves with a godly 

abour )., and may look diligently lest this Rnnt of Heb. 12. 15. 
Pore e ſpring up and trouble both themſelves ; 

uny, WF others, and thereby many be defils and 


urb'd. 
22 | When 


* 


Ila. 32. 15. 


Times the  MyStery of Iniquity began to work 
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- When 'we ſee how early in the Pümi 


[ity u 
What s: F 


Strifes among Minifters, who ſhoald be greateſt, nd farin: 
Diotrephes, who loved to have the PreheminenWltoth d w 
and in the Man of Sin, who, by Degrees, und ent of S. 
the Influence of this Principle, came to uſurp In the Pi 
Univerſal Headſhip, and to exal: himſelf abi e Titles 
all that is called God, or that is worſhipped. Let ne that! 
lee with what good Reaſon Chriſt ſo often hom th 
ion d his Diſciples againſt this, and lament ite fadin 
Miſchief that is done by it to the Church, Whanſon:w 
mult needs be that ſuch Offences would come; a r of 
we are told of them before, that we may not Wihami'd 1 
tumbled at them, but oe to thoſe by whom ti rtich, if 
do come. The Prevalency of ſuch a Temper Wannot- bt 
this, as far as it appears, is very threatning. WiWhiiferen 
when the Spirit ſhall be poured out upon us from (2) WI 
hig b, there thall be no more ſuch Diſputes as th es is :0 : 
and then he Wilderneſs ſhall become a fru Veld, h 
Field. A £011 14 tom God 
Upon the whole Matter, therefore, Let Mut ot a 
Strife be who ſhall be bet, not who ſhall {Ws Wor! 
greateſt. | | mtha Po 
I. Let us never ftrive who ſhall be greateſt in ¶ lemptat 
World, who ſhall have the beſt Preterment, wilWences of 
thall be Maſter of the beſt Eſtate, or make WWvould r 
bett Figure, but acquieſce in the Lot Providenvith. a } 
carves out to us, not aiming at great things, Wod:he'G 
ftriving for them, 285 . y a one 
| Conſider what worldly Greatnefs is: bthey t. 
(1) What a deſpicable thing it is to thoſe tililves ha 
have their. Eye upon another World, All that Nad 4 Su. 
Faith have ſeen the Glory of God in the let us t 
of Jeſus Chriſt, that are acquainted with ur cove 
Grandeur of the Apper and beiter World, and bo, w 
converfant with hat World, have laid up ti rake ei 
Treaſure in it, and ſet their Hearts upon it, living 
hope ſhortly. to ſhare in the Enjoy ments of WW 2. Le 
what a poor thing are the Pomps and Pleaſures . 
rife, 


this World to them! how caſily can they wh 
Chant :*;% | g A Va 


5 # 
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Amit aity upon them! for they know better Things: 
vort bat s. Purple, and Scarlet, and fine Linnen, 
ateft, Ind faring ſumptuouſly every Day, to one that's 
minen oth d with the Robes of Righteouſneſs and Gar- 
„ und ent: of Salvation, and has a continual Feaſt up- 
iſurp In the Promiſes of the New Covenant? What 
If abe Titles of Honour, or ſplendid Attendance, to 
Let ne that is call d a Friend of God, and, about 


ten <4 
1ent t 
rch, 
ne; a 
7 not | 


whom the Holy Angels ea ? What are 
he fading withering Glories of Time, in com- 
non with the far more exceeding and eternal 
22 of Glory that is to be reveal d. Let us be 
ham d then to ſtrive, or ſeem to ſtrive, for that 


om ti chic, if we act as becomes our Character, we 

mper Wannot but look upon with a holy Contempt and 

2. i biferency. | 

from (2) What a dangerous thing this worldly Great- 

as the ess is :0 fh ſe that have not their Eyes upon another 
fruit Virld, how apt it is to draw their Hearts away 


tom God, and from the Conſideration and Pur- 
fit of a future Blefledneſs, and to fix them to 
ys World, and make them willing to take up 
mtha Portion in it; And eſpecially what a ow 


Let « 
ſhall 


ft in WMſlemptation it is to break through all the ſacre 

nt, y ences of the Divine Law to compaſs it. The Devil 
nake Wnould not have tempted Chriſt to worſhip him, 
widenMnith. a Promiſe of all the Kingdoms of the World, 


6d:the' Glory of them, but that he had caught ma- 
ty a one with that Bait. As they that will be rich, 1 Tim. 6. 9. 


: b they that will be great, and cannot think them- 
oſe t elves happy, unleſs they be, fall into Temptation, 
that Nad a Snare, and into many fooliſh and huriful Luſts. 
the let us therefore never court our own Trouble, 
1th or covet to enter into Temptation, as they do, 


who, when they are as great as God ſaw fit to 


ap ti rake em, yet are ſtill aiming to be greater, and 
it, lining to be greateſt. 
s of Wl 2. Let all our Striſe he,mhg [ball be beſt, not 


liſputing who has been be, that's a vain-glorious 
Strife, but humbly contending who /h be fo; 
i "= ; 7 ; 59 — i h HO, W 0 


AY © 


— 
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ho ſhall be moſt humble, and Roop 1 | 
the Good of others, and who Fer kay 1 


for the Common Welfare. This 1 
N 8 . II his 18 a graci 
Strife; a Strife that will paſs well in oily mer 


DOKS p- 
and Dai 
Crown 


when all our Diſputes will be review d. Meth 
x Cor. 12. ult. will covet, let us cover earneſtly the % Gifu _ X prope 
to berich in Faith, and rich in good Works a 
> Cor. 5. 9. we will be ambjrious, let it be the Top of f . 800 
CO to do good, and therein to be accepted 3 Tc = : 
the Lord. If we will aim to excel, let it be in tha be of 
which is virtuous and praiſe-worthy,and ina hol : bs Alas 
Zeal for the Honour of God, and the Advance The Cha 
ment of the true Intereſts of Chriſt's Kingdom on'd by 
Herein let us ſtrive to excel others, and to 108 /orwich 
| OT good than they do, not that we may havet fied in! 
Heb. 10. 24. Praiſe of it, but that God may have the Glory d pter. Jo 
it, and that we may provoke others to Love and Days. 

= good Works ; not that we may be many Moſteri Winter A 
_ that we may make our ſelves Servants of all chewy 

et us go before in Zeal, and yet be willin i $7 

| come behind in Humility and Self-denial ; do bet The Me 
Phil. z. 3. Oo. than others, and yet, in Love and Lowlineſſi ning an 
_ 0 _ eftcems others better than our ſelves. ench, Spa 
Me POLY let us ſtrive to excel our ſelvenarkable 

to do more good than we bade done. Let it bt many, & 

: conſtant Diſpute with our own Souls why wt oſt confic 

o not lay out our ſelves more for God. And fro 

ek we remember the Kindneſs of our Youth, and md wit 

5 7 we of our Eſpouſals, inſtead of leaving tha me 

17 Love, and cooling in it, let our advanced ke of 4 

| P apo earneſtly to excel our early ones, thai ria, Dub 
a aft Days may be our beſt Days, and our ue que. 
. 14. "oy our beſt Works. Forgetting the Thingol e Freneb 
Þ 0 are behind, let us ſtill preſs forward toward: Practical 

; Fe: ection, preſs forward towards the Mark fo ul Subject 
Cy the Prize of the High Calling, that at length we read,! 
* Pet. 1. 11. Fo have not only an Entrance, but an abundan "rar wing 
| F ntrance miniſtreg ta- Aiuto the Everlaſting King ubjects, - 

om of our Lon uf Jeſus Chriſt, ys 


; he Golpe 


5. 
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God; preach'd at the Friday Lecture in Faſt 


by ſeveral Minifters. | 


A Confeffion of Faith at the publick Ordinati 
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Sermons on ſeveral Subjects; viz. of Pride, 1 
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mani, D. D. Publiſſ'd by John late Lord Biff 
S eee 
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By The. Bradbury. | TO" >> 
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the Time of it. In a Sermon 6ccafion'd by the] 
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Prayers. before and after the Receiving the L 
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